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go outside this circle and aim at a much higher goal. And there is
as much difference between the act contemplated by us and the acts
above described as there is between a right angle and all other
angles. And if we decide to take the swadeshi vow in this spirit
it is clear that it is well nigh impossible to take an all-compre-
hensive vow.
After having given deep consideration to the matter for a
number of years, it' is sufficiently demonstrated to me that we can
take the full swadeshi vow only in respect of our clothing, whether
made of cotton, silk  or wool.   Even in observing  this vow, we
shall have to face many difficulties in the initial stages and that is
only proper.  By patronizing foreign cloth we have committed a
deep sin.   We have condoned an occupation which in point of
importance is second only to agriculture, and we are face to face
with a total disruption of a calling to which Kabir was born and
which he adorned. One meaning of the swadeshi vow suggested
by me is that in taking it we desire to do penance for our sins,
that we desire to resuscitate the almost lost art of hand-weaving -
and that we are determined to save our Hindustan crores of rupees
which go out of it annually in exchange for the cloth we receive
Such high results cannot be attained without difficulties; there must
be obstacles in the way.   Things easily obtained are practically of
no value, but however difficult of observance that pledge may be,
some day or other there is no escape from it if we want our country
to rise to its full height. And we shall then accomplish the vow when
we shall deem it a religious duty to use only that cloth which is
entirely produced in the country and refrain from using any other.
A HASTY GENERALIZATION
Friends tell me that at the present moment we have not enough
swadeshi cloth to supply our wants and that the existing mills are
too few for the purpose. This appears to me to be a hasty generali-
zation. We can hardly expect such good fortune as to have thirty
jaores of covenanters for swadeshi. A hardened optimist dare not
...^expect more than a few lakhs and I anticipate no difficulty in provid-
ing them with swadeshi cloth, but where there is a question of
rehgion there is no room for thoughts of difficulties, The general
climate of India is such that we require very little clothing It
IS an exaggeration to say that three-fourths of the middle class
population use much unnecessary clothing. Moreover, when
many ment take the vow, there ^would be set up many spinning-
wheels and handlooms. India can produce innumerable weavers.
They are merely awaiting encouragement Mainly two things